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Faith, ſeems to be univerſa 


The ADbVAN TAGES propord by 
Repealing the 'SACRAMEN- 


TAL 4'EST, Ec. . 


EOAICAAHOEVER writes impartially upon this 


1 


F Subject, muſt do it not only as a meer 
Vn [Wi ſecular Man, but as one who is alto- 


ASS 


ether indifferent to any particular Sy- 
em of Chriſtianity. And, I think, 


in whatever Country that we. re. 
dominates, there is one certain Form of Worthip. 
and Ceremony, which is look'd upon as the Eſta- 


bliſh'd, and conſequently only the Prieſts of that 


the ſame Eſtabliſhment. 


This Method is ſtrictly obſerv'd, even by our 
Neighbours the Dutch, who are confeſſed to allow 
the fulleſt Liberty to Conſcience of any Chriſtian 
State; and yet are never known to admit any Per- 
- ſons into Religious or Civil Offices, who do not con- 
form to the legal Worſhip. As to their Military 
Men, they are indeed not ſo ſcrupulous, being, by 
the Nature of their Government, under a Neceſſity 
of hiring foreign Troops of whatever Religious De- 
nomination, upon every great Emergency, and 
maintaining no ſmall Number in Time of Peace. 
This Caution therefore of making one eftabliſh'd 
|, and founded 2 the 
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particular Form, are maintained at the Publick 
Tharge, and all Civil Employments are beſtowed 
among thoſe who comply (at leaſt outwardly) with 
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(40 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons; the miſtaken or affected Zeal of 
Obſtinacy, and Enthuſiaſm, having produced ſuch + 
a Number of horrible, deſtructiye Eyents, through- 
out all Chriſtendom. For whoever begins to think 
the National Worſhip is wrong, in any important 
Article of Practice or Belief, will, if he be ſerious, 
naturally have a Zeal to make as many Proſelytes as 
he can, and a Nation may poſſibly have an Hun- 
dred different Sects with their Leaders; every one 
of which hath an equal Right to plead ; they muſt 
obey God rather than Man, muſt cry aloud and ſpare 
nos, muſt {ft up their Voice like a Trumpet. 
This was the very Caſe of England, during the 
Fanatick Times. And againſt all this, there 5 
to be no Defence, but that of ſupporting one eſta- 
bliſh'd Form of Doctrine and Diſcipline ; leaving 
the reſt to a bare Liberty of Conſcience, but with- 
out any Maintenance or Encouragement from the 
;ͤX”́f !! 4c 3 
Wherever this National Religion grows ſo cor- 
rupt, or is thought to do ſo by a very great Majori- 
ty of learned People, join'd to the governing Party, 
whether Prince or Senate, or both, it ought to be 
changed, provided the Work might be done with- 
out Blood or Tumults. Vet, whenever ſuch a 
Change ſhall be made, ſome other Eſtabliſnment 
muſt ſucceed, (altho' for the worſe) allowing all 
Deviations that would break the Union to be only 
tolerated. In this Senſe, thoſe who affirm, that 
every Law, which is contrary to the Law of God, 
is void in its ſelf, ſeem to be miſtaken. For, man, 
Laws in Popiſh Kingdoms and States, many more 
among the Turks, and perhaps not a few in other 
Countries, are directly againſt the Divine Laws; 
and yet, Gop knows, are very far from being void 
eee . oi Tn. 
Thus, for Inſtance, if the three Eſtates of Parlia- 
ment in England (whereof the Lords Spiritual wy 
2 ee . M one) 
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we) ſhould agree, and obtain the Royal Aſſent to 


-aboliſh Epiſcopacy, together with the Liturgy, and 
the whole Frame of the Eugliſb Church, as burthen- 
ſome, dangerous, and contrary 10 Holy Scripture ; and 
that Preſbytery, Anabaptiſm, Quakeriſm, Indepen- 
dency, or any other ſub-divided Sect among us, 
ſhould be eſtabliſh'd in its Place; without Queſtion 
all peaceable Subjects ought Pen to ſubmit, and 
[| 


the e Ras Net muſt. become the Religion 
| 


eſtabliſhed, the Publick maintaining no other Teach- 


8 * | ws I Ss 
ers, nor admitting any Perſons of a different religi- 
. ous Profeſſion, into Civil Offices; at leaſt, if their 


Intention be to preſerve the Nation in Peace. 


Suppoſing then, that the preſent Syſtem of Reli- | 
gion were aboliſhed; and Preſbytery, which ſtands 
much the faireſt, with its Synods and Claſſes, and 


all its Forms and Ceremonies, eſſential or Circum- 


ſtantial, were erected into the National Worſhip : | 
Their Teachers, and no others, could have any 


legal Claim to be ſupported at the Publick Charg 


whether by Stipends or Tythes; and only the reſt 
of the ſame Faith to be capable of Civil Employ- 


ments. e ee enn 3 
I there be any true l in what I have 
laid down, it ſhould ſeem, that th 

Agitation for repealing the Teſt Act, and yet leav- 


ing the Name of an Eſtabliſnment to the preſent 


National Church, is altogether inconſiſtent, and 
may admit of Conſequences, which thoſe, who are 
the moſt indifferent to any Religion at all, are poſ- 
fibly not aware ß. e e 


1 preſume, whenever the Teſt ſhall be repealed, 

which obliges all Men, who enter into Office under 
the Crown, to receive the Sacrament according to 
the Rites of the Church of Ireland, the Way to Em» 


ployments will immediately be left open to all Diſ- 
ſenters, (except Papiſts) whoſe Conſciences can ſuſ- 


fer them to take the common Oaths in ſuch Caſes 


preſcribed, 


e Project now in 
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preſeribed, aſter which they are qualified to fill auß 
. in this Kingdom, from that of Chief 
Governor, to an Exciſe. Man. 
Thus of the three Judges on each Bench, the firſt 
may be a Preſpyterian, the ſecond a Free- Will Ba 


tiſt, and the third a Churchman; the Lord Chancellor 

may be an Independant; the Revenues may be ma- 

— by ſeven Commiſh 
, 


ſhoners of as many different 
and the like of all other Employments. Not 


to mention the ſtrong Probability, that the 'Law- 
_ fulneſs of taking Oaths may be reveuled to the Qua- 


kers, who then will ſtand upon as good a Foot for 
Preferment, as any other loyal Subject. It is eaſy 
to imagine, under ſuch a motly Adminiftration of 


Affairs, what a claſhing there will be of Inte- 
reſts and Inclinations, what Püllings and Hawlings 
. backwards and forwards, what a Zeal and Byaſs 


in each Religioneſt, to advance his own Tribe, and 


depreſs the others. For, I ſuppoſe nothing will 
be readier granted, than that how indifferent ſo- 
ever moſt Men are in Faith and Morals, yet whether 
cut of Artifice, natural Complexion, or Love of 
Contradiction, none are more obſtinate in main- 


taining their own Opinions, are worrying all who 
differ from them, than thoſe who publickly ſhew 


< — Senſe, either of Religion or common Ho- 
neſty. FF eee 64 

As to the latter, Biſnop Burnet tells us, that the 

Preſbyterians, in the Fanatick Times, profeſſed 
themſelves to be above Morality; which, as we find 


in ſome of their Writings, was number'd among 
the Beegarly Elements; and accordingly at this Day, 


no Scruples of Conſcience with Regard to Confor- 


mity, are in any Trade or Calling, inconfiſtent with 


the greateſt Fraud, Oppreſſion, Perjury, or any o- 


ther Vice. 


Ibis brings to my Memory a Paſſage in Mn. 
| taigne, of a common Proſtitute, who, in the ſtorm- 


ing 


(7 bY 
of a. Town, when a Soldier came up to her 
amber, and offer'd Violence to her Chaſtity, ra- 
ther choſe to venture her Neck, by leaping out of 
the Window, than ſuffer a Rape; yet ſtill continued 
her * of Lewdneſs, while ſhe had any Cuſtom · 
I confeſs; that in my private Judgment, an unli- 
Permiſſi Eg all Sets 8 8 * Pa- 
iſts) to enjoy Employments, wo leſs pernici - 
; — to the Publick, than a fair Stuggle between two 
_ Contenders; . becauſe in the former Caſe, ſuch a 
Jumble of Principles, might poſſibly have the Effect 
of contrary Poiſons mingled together, which a ſtrong 
_ Conſtitution. might perphaps be able for! ſome Time 
to ſurvive, 2 San . 
But however, I ſhall take the other, and more 
probable Suppoſition, that this Battle ſor Employ- 
ments, is to be fought only between the Preſbyteri- 
ans, and thoſe of the Church yer eſtabliſhed. I ſhall 
not enter into the Merits of either Side, by exami- 
ning which: of the two is the better ſpiritual CEco- 
nomy, or which is moſt ſuited: to the Civil Conſtitu- 
tion: But the Queſtion turns upon this Point: When 
the Preſbyterians ſhall have got their Share of Em- 
ployments (which muſt be one full half, or elſe they 
cannot look upon themſelves as fairly dealt m_ I 
aſk, whether they ought not by their own Principles, 
and by the ſirifteſt Rules of Conſcience, to uſe the 
_ utmoſt of their Skill, Power, and Influence, in order 
to reduce the whole Kingdom to an Uniformity in 
Religion, both as to Doctrine and Diſcipline, moſt 
agreeable to the Word of God. Wherein, if they 
can ſucceed” without Blood (as, under the preſent 
Diſpoſition of Things, it is very poſſible they —_ 
it is to be hoped they will at laſt be ſatisfied : Only 
would warn them of a few Difficulties. The ſirſt is 
for e that important Controverſy about 
the Ol; Lali and the New, Which otherwiſe mays ] 
Me alter 


5 N wo 
after this Eſtabliſhment, le them as wide as Papift 
and Proteſtant, Whig and Tory, or Churchmen and” 
Diſſenters; and conſequently che Work will be to 
begin again. For in Religious Quarrels, it is of 

little Moment how few or ſmall the Differences are, 
eſpecially when the Diſpute is only about Power. 
Thus the jealous Presbyterians of the North, are 
more alienated from the Eſtabliſh'd Clergy, than 
from the Romiſb Prieſts ; taxing the former with ido- 
latrous Worſhip, as diſguiſed Papiſts, Ceremony-. 
| Mongers, and many other Terms of Arts, and this 
for a very powerful Reaſon, becauſe the Clergy - 
ſtand in their Way, which the Popiſh Prieſts do 
not. Thus I am affur'd, that the Garrel between 
Old and New Light-Men, is manag'd with more Rage 
and Rancour, than any other Diſpute of the higheſt 
Importance; and this becauſe it ſerves to leſſen or 
encreaſe their ſeveral Congregations, from whom 
they receive their Contributions. * 
Another Difficulty which may embarraſs the Preſ- 
byterians after their Eſtabliſhment, will be how to 
adjuſt their Claim of the Kirk's Independency on 
the Civil Power, with the Conſtitution of this Mo- 
narchy; a Point ſo delicate, that it hath often filled 
the Heads of great Patriots with dangerous Notions 
of the Church-Clergy, without the leaſt Ground of 
NG Sore NOD OR who opp epiban PH ugg 
As to the Preſbyterians allowing Liberty of Con- 
ſcience to thoſe of Epiſcopal Principles, when their 
own Kirk is predominant, their Writers are ſo uni- 
verſally agreed in the Negative, as well as their 
Practice during Ol:ver's Reign, that I believe no 
reaſonable Churchman, (who muſt then be a Diſſen⸗· 
teh wil expe; 8 oc a 
_ I ſhall here take Notice, that in the Diviſion of 
Employments among the Preſbyterians, after ' this 
approaching Repeal of the Teſt - Act, F N : 
them, in proper Time, to have an equal Share, 1 
E534 | x Ee E com- 
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„ . 
compute the Odds will be three or four to one on 
their Side, in any further Scheme they may have 
towards making their Religion National. For I 
reckon, all thoſe Gentlemen ſent over from England, 
Whatever Religion they profeſs, or have been edu- 

cated in, to be of that Party: Since it is no Mark 
of Prudence, for any Perſons to oppoſe the Current 
of a Nation, where they are in ſome Sort only So- 

journers, unleſs they have it in Direction. f 
If there be any Maxim in Politicks, not to be con- 
troul'd, it muſt be the following: That thoſe whoſe 
private Intereſt is united with the Intereſt of their 
Country, ſuppoſing them to be of equal Under- 
ſtanding with the reſt of their; Neighbours, will 
heartily wiſh, that the Nation ſhould thrive. Out 
of theſe are indubitably excepted all Perſons who 
are ſent from another Kingdom, to be employ'd in 


v5 Places of Profit or Power; becauſe they can poſſi- 


bly bear no Affection to the Place where they ſo- 


jñourn, even for Life; their ſole Buſineſs being to 


advance themſelves, by e the Advice of 
their Principals. I except, likewiſe, thoſe Perſons 
who are taken into Offices, altho' Natives of the 
Land, becauſe they are greater Gainers while they 
keep their Offices, than they could poſlibly be by 
mending the miſerable Condition of their Country. 
4 except, Thirdly, all Hopers, who, by ballan- 
cing Accounts with themſelves, turn the Scale on 
the ſame Side; becauſe the ſtrong Expectation of a 
good certain Salary, will outway the Loſs by bad 
Rents, receiv'd out of Lands in money-leſs Times. 
If my Lords, the Biſhops, who, I hear, are now 
employ'd in a Scheme for regulating the Conduct 
and Maintenance of the inferior Clergy, ſhall ig 
their Wiſdom and Piety, and Love of the Church, 
conſent to this Repeal of the Teſt, I have not the 
leaſt Doubt, that the whole Reverend Body will 
chearſully ſubmit to their Spiritual Fathers, of 
e B | whoſe 


33 (100 3 
whoſe paternal Tenderneſs for their Welfare, they 


have already found ſo many amazing Inſtances. 
Ils am not, therefore, under the leaſt Concern about 
the Clergy on this Account. They will (for ſome time) 
be no great Sufferers by this Repeal; becauſe I can- 
not recollect among all our Sects, any one that gives 
Latitude enough to take the Oaths required at an 
Inſtitution to a Church-living ; and, until that Bar 
ſhall be remov'd, the preſent Epiſcopal Clergy are 
ſafe for two Years. Altho' it may be thought ſome- 
what unequal, that in the Northern Parts, where 
there may be three Diſſenters to one Churchman, 
the whole Revenue ſhould be engroſſed by one who 
hath ſo ſmall a Part of the Cure. 
It is true, indeed, that this Diſadvantage, which 
the Diſſenters at preſent lie under, of a Diſability to 
receive Church-Preferments, will be eafily remedy'd 
by the Repeal of the Teſt. For the Diſſenting Tea- 
chers are under no Incapacity of accepting Civil and 
Military Employments, wherein they agree per- 
fectly with the Popiſh Clergy, among whom great 
Cardinals and Prelates have been Commanders. of 
Armies, Chief Miniſters, Knights of many Orders, 
Ambaſſadors, Secretaries of State, and in moſt high 
Offices under the Crown, altho' they aſſert the in- 
delible Character, which no Sectaries among us 
did ever aſſume. But, that many, both Presbyte- 
rians and Independents, Commanders, as well as 
private Soldiers, were proſeſsd Preachers in the 
Time of their Dominion, is allow'd by all. Com- 
well himſelf was a Preacher, and hath leſt us one 
of his Sermons in Print: So was Col. Howard, 
Sir George 2 and ſeveral others whoſe Names 


Are on Record. I can, therefore, ſee no Reaſon 


why a painful Preſbyterian Teacher, as ſoon as the 
Teſt ſhall be repealed, may not be privileged, to 
hold along with his Spiritual Office and Stipend, 
_ a Commiſſion in the Army, or the Civil-Liſt in Com- 

WOT 0 mendam : 


mendam :- For, as I take it, the Church of England 
is the only Body of Chriſtians, which, in Effect, 


diſ ualifies thoſe who are nk to preach its 
Dohrine, from ſharing in the Ci 


wil Power, further 
than as Senators; which, however, was an Inſti- 
tution begun in- Times of Popery, many bundred 
Years before the Reformation, and woven with the 
very Inſtitution of this limited Monarch. 
There is indeed another Method, by which the 
Stipends of Diſſenting Teachers may be raiſed, and 
the Farmer much relieved ; if it ſhould be thought 

roper to reward a People ſo deſerving, and ſo 
loyal by their Principles. Every Biſhop, upon the 
Vacancy of a Chureh-Living, can ſequeſter the 
Profits for the Uſe of the next Incumbent. Upon 
a Lapſe of half a Year, the Donation falls to the 
Archbiſhop, and after a full Year to the Crown, du- 
ring Pleaſure 3 therefore it would be no Hardſhip 
upon any Clergyman alive, if, in thoſe Parts of 
Ireland, where the Number of Sectaries much ex- 
ceed that of the Conformiſts, the Profits, when ſe⸗ 


dueſter d, might be apply d to the Support of the 


Diſſenting Teacher, who hath ſo many Souls to 
take Care of, whereby the poor Tenants would be 
much reliev'd in theſe hard Times, and in a better 
Condition to pay their Rente. n 
But there is another Difficulty in this Matter, 
againſt which a Remedy doth not ſo readily occur. 
For, ſuppoſing the Teſt Act repealed, and the Diſ- 
ſenters in pt fully qualify'd for all Secular 
_ Employments, the Queſizon may ſtill be put, whe- 
ther thoſe of Ireland will be often the Perſons on 
whom they ſhall be beſtow'd ; becauſe it is ima- 
gin'd, there may be another Seminary in View, 
more numerous and more needy, as well as more 
meriting, and more eaſily contented with ſuch low 
Offices, as ſome nearer Neighbours hardly think 
it worth ſtirring from their Chymney-fides to obtain. 
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And, I am told, it is the common Practice of thofe 
who are ſkilled in the Management of Bees, that 
when they ſee a foreign Swarm at ſome Diſtance, 


Hlves, 


theſe Artiſts have a Trick to divert them in- 


to ſome neighbouring Apiary, there to make what 


Havock they pleaſe. This 1 ſhould not have hint- 


ed, if I had not known it already, to have gotten 
Ground in many ſuſpecting Heads: For it is the pe- 


culiar Talent of this Nation, to ſee Dangers afar off: 
To all which I can only ſay, that our Native Pres- 
byterians, muſt, by Pains and Induſtry, raiſe ſuch a 
Fund of Merit, as will anſwer to a Birth ſix Degrees 
more to the North. If they cannot arrive at this Per- 


fection, as ſeveral of the Eſtabliſhed Church have 


compaſſed by indefatigable Pains, I do not well ſee 
How their Affairs will much mend by repealing the 


Teſt; for, to be qualified by Law for an Employ- 
ment, and yet to be diſqualified in Fact, as it will 


much increaſe the Mortification, ſo it will withdraw 


the Pity of many among their Well-wiſhers, and ut- 
terly deprive them of that Merit, they have ſo long 


made of being a loyal, true Proteſtant People, per- 
ſecuted only for Religion 757 0991 


* 


If this happen to be their Caſe, they muſt wait 
Maturity of Time, *till they can by prudent, gentle 


Steps make their Faith become the Religion Eſtab- 
liſhed in the Nation, after which, I do not doubt, 


cheir taking the moſt effectual Methods to ſecure their 
Power againſt thoſe who muſt then be Diſſenters in 
their Turn, whereof, if we may form a future Opi- 
nion from preſent Times, and the Diſpoſition of Diſ- 
ſenters, who love to make a thorow Reformation, the 
Number and Qualities will be very inconſiderable. 


Thus I have with the utmoſt Sincerity, after long 


thinking, given my judgment upon this arduous 
Affair; but with the utmoſt Deference and Submiſ- 


ſion io publick Wifdom and Power. © © 
. r + REMAREAS 


* EM 4 RX — on 4 Sadie intitled, The 
Nature and Conſequences of the Sacxamental 
Teſt confider'd : With REasoNs "— 
n for Repeal of it. | 


/Cannot help an the Boldneſs of this Au- 
thor's Genius, who lies before me, in intro- 
ducing his Scheme for taking off the Sacramen- 
tal Teſt, by exclaiming againſt Arbitrary Pow- 
er. True Britiſh Patriotiſm, ſays he, exerts it ſelf, 
in af erting and maintaining the Liberties of the Hub- 
jest againſt the Invaſions of the Prerogatroe, whatever 
* Gave; and plauſible Apperances they may put on.” 
Therefore take off the Sacramental Teſt, that 
Diſfenters may be admitted into Places of Power and 
Truſt. This is the Concluſion, which is to be 
drawn from theſe Premiſſes, and which, towards 
the latter End of this Pamphlet, he o enly deduces 
from it. But why, at this particular Time? Are we 
now in any Danger of the n of the 
Crown upon the Liberty of the People? No. There 
is a pretty Salvo put in for 15 205 nt Poſſe 1055 of be 
Crown: As People out of good Breeding: always ex- 
eept the preſent Company. But as for his Majeſty's 
'Son, or his Son's Son, the Lord have Mercy on us, 
and*deliver us from the inhuman Gripe of their ty- 
Tannical Paws. 
Let us conſider this Reaſoning | a little more ſeri 
N which 1 is tobe the Foundation of all our Argu- 


„„ 


ments, ſor taking off the Teſt, Our Parliament, ſays 


remaining Defests; 
der the 
Danger, in ca 


(14) 


he, are ſtill framing new Afts for further ſe- 

Pag. 5- curing their own Freedom, and the Freedom of 
letting, which 2 they are ſenſible of ſome 
and t 5 however ſafe they are un- 


ergn of the preſent Poſſeſſor of the Crown, yet all 
FM 7 a corrupt Ae ban afterwards, . 


ts not fully provided againſt, This is true; and it is 
as true, that our Repreſentatives in Parliament are 
endeavouring to ſecure their Liberties, without call - 


ing in the Diſſenters to their Aſſiſtance, by putting 


them into Places of Profit and Truſt, 
There are but two Reaſons, ſuppoſing the Power 
of the Crown to be exorbitant, why we ſhould call 
in the Diſſenters to our Relief. Firſt, Becauſe we 
ſuppoſe, that if his preſent Majeſty was inform'd by 
his Parliament, in a legal Way, of thoſe Branches 
of the Prerogative, which endanger the Liberty of 
the Subject; he would not be ſo willing to ob- 
lige his Subjects of the eſtabliſh'd Church, in cur- 
tailing this extravagant Power, as he wou'd his 
Presbyterian Subjects. Secondly, That, leſt his Ma- 


jeſty ſhould refuſe this reaſonable Requeſt to his 


Subjects of the eſtabliſh'd Church, we ought to 


bring the Preſbyterians into Places of Profit and 


Tru ; that we may be enabled thereby to bully 


the King, and become terrible enough to the 


| Crown to oblige him to it. As to the firſt of theſe 


Arguments, none. but a Jacobite wou'd ever make 


Uſe of it; and as to the latter, no one but a Preſby- 
terian cow'd have the Impudence to hint at it. 


And I coud wiſh, for the SatiafaQtion. of his 


ignorant Readers, among which I freely own my- 
ſelf to be one, that our Author had been ſo 
good to point out what thoſe Exuberancies of 


the Prerogative are, as the Crown now ſtands 


limited in the Proteſtant Succeſſion of the Houſe 
of Hanover, which ſtand ſo much in Need of 


Preſbyterian Defalcation. „ 


(15) ERC 
The following Paragraph is as falſe in its Rea 
foning as it is confus d in its Style, where he endea- 
vours to ſhew, that * As the legal Conſtitution is „ 4 
© preſery/d by a Ballance of Fower between the Pag I 
© Prince and thePeople, ſo the natural Strength of a Sort 
© ety, conſiſting in the Numbers and Force of the Mem- 
© bers that compoſe it, when they are form'd into oppoſite 
Factions, &c. the publick e depend upon a 
due Ballance between them. © goes on, and fays, 
_ © The Parties moſt 775 ite to each other are the Fapiſts 
and Proteſtant Diſſenters, both generally diſcounte- 
© nanced by the Government, ſometimes in a greater, 
© ſometimes in a leſſer Degree. If this Argument con- 
cludes any thing at all it muſt be this, That the Safe- 
ty of the Government oy, upon cy the 
Number and Power of the Diſſenters equal to that of 
the Papiſts; the Way to do which is by taking off the 
Sacramental Teſt. I believe he does not apprehend 
that this will Ry of the 1 0 over to the 
Diſſenting Side. No; but it will ſuit as well with 
his Scheme, if the Members of the Eſtabliſh'd Church 
will but become true blue Preſpyterians. 
But, however, being Conſcious of the Falſhood 
of this Reaſoning, and the Wickedneſs of that Max- 
im, from whence he has borrow'd his Politicks, Di- 
_ wide & Impera; which is only calculated for an Ab- 
ſolute and Tyranical Government, where thoſe who 
wou'd enſlave the People committed to their Care, 
divide them into Parties: That by Siding ſometimes 
with one, and ſometimes with the other, they may 
at length, by mutual Oppreſſion, reduce both under 
the Slavery of their Bondage: To ward off this Ap- 
prehenſion therefore, he ſays, That good Governors 
will take all poſſible Care to avoid it, (meaning Divi- 
ions in the State) and to unite all the Subjects in one 
common Intereſt. By which it appears, that our Au- 
thor will conclude our Governours to be very good 
ones, if they will but give all due Encouragement = 
"my the 
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(16) 
the Subjects of theſe Kingdoms to unite in one com- 
mon Preſbyterian Intereſt. But why the Diſſenters 
ſhou'd not be as much obliged, for the Good of the 
Kingdom, to come over to the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
as thoſe of the Eſtabliſh'd Church to become Preſhy- 
terians, I cannot for my Life ſee. And, if it be ſo, 


where is the Force of his Argument for taking off 
the Sacramental Teſt; from the Wiſdom of keeping 
up a Ballance of Power between Parties in a King- 

LT : ily, fo a A 4 wy” 
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But he goes on; The Papiſts are always Supporters 


of Arbitrary Power, and the Ra ate qre always 
Aer tors of the Liberties of the People. 1 
his Poſition, and from his own. Principles. it will 

follow; That, as the Legal Conſtitution is preſerv'd 


e. Let him enjoy 


by a Ballance of Power between the Prince and the 


People; fo common Prudence ſhould inſtruct us ne- 


ver to truſt any Power, either in the Hands of thoſe 
who have always declared on the Side of Arbitraryß 


Power; or of thoſe who have always diſtinguiſh'd 


themſelves for carrying the Liberty of the People to 

But, I fear, I ſhou'd be deem'd a Heretick, ſhou'd 5 
I affirm that Men are Men, and will always be de- 
ſirous of being Arbitrary, whenever they get upper- 
moſt ; and will, on the contrary, be always deſirous 


of being free from Tyrannical Yokes, when the Pow- 
er is not in their own Hands, or exercis'd in their 
Favour. That there is not a Preſbyterian of Note 


either in the Republicks of Venice, or of Genoa ; and 


that the Diſcipline of the Kirk of Scotland is as Ar- 
bitrary as the Inquiſition of Rome. TY 


Now we come a little cloſer to the Point. But the 
Queſtion is here, ſays our Author, Whether 


Pag. 11 the Difſenters do not ſtill continue under ſome 


Grievances and Incapacities which are mconſiſtent 


With the common Rights of Subjets, and render them leſs 
uſeful to the Publick than otherwiſe they might be. I ſay 


no: 
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ud: Every Government, when once it is eſtabliſh'd, 
has a Right of excluding every Member of that So- 
ciety from any Places of Power or Truſt ; who, they 
are perſuaded, wou'd alter the preſent Eſiablithment, © 
If they once were poſſeſs'd of Power enough to effect 


it. I will not ſay, that the Preſbyterians wou'd be 
againſt Monarchy, provided the Ring was of their 
own Perſuaſion; but we have an undeniable Proof 


of their Inveteracy againſt a late King, not only 


for his Encroachments on the Liberty of the People, 
but becauſe he wou'd not conſent to the Alteration 


of the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution in Exglund, as he had 


been obliged to do in Hotlund. I appeal to Mr. Ra- 


pin for the Truth of what I afſext, who cannot be 


charged with any Partiality ofi the Side of the Cava- 
liers: His Words are theſe : Thus the _ 


Preſbyterian Party prevailing in both Fon Pg. 499 of the 


Tart I EE 7 Vol. of th 
fes, and their private Aim being to alter Tri Editor, 4 


the Church Government; but the Thing 


being impracticable as long as the Ring fett bis Power, it 


is evident, that, according to this Project, il was the Far- 


liament's e neſs, who were directed ty the Preſpyteri- 
to avoid whatever tended to an Accomod.t- 


: 
ans, carefully ; 
tion, which wou'd have. broken all their Meaſures ; but 
they took Care not to diſcover their Deſigns ; it was not yet 


time, "till they bad put it out of the Ning Power to fre. 


vent the Execution thereof. 


Hoc illæ Lachryme. This is the Game they want g 


to play over again. Theſe are the Limitation?g? 
7 the Royal 4; 
Principle of ſuch Bruons to contend for. And ö 
who can deny, but that to attain theſe Ends, and theſe 
alone, we ought to alter our Laws, in order to ad- 
mit the Preſbyterians into Places of Power ard Truſt ? 
But tho? they wou'd not be for dethroning the 


| King; pet I believe no body will deny, (and our 

Author in another Place, which will be taken Notice 
ol by-and-by, ſeems fully of this Opinion) that they 

wou'd be for making an Alteration in the ſecond 


"Branch 


thortty, which it 15 the avow'd Pag. 5. 
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Jendency towards the Rom 


Branch of the Legiſlative Power; and wou'd be fot 
removing the Bench of Biſhops out of the Houſe of 


Lords, which wou'd be ſuch a Breach of our Origi- 


nal Conſtitution, that every wiſe Man ought to be ex- 


to be made upon it. 


* 


ceeding cautious, how he permits the leaſt Inroad 


But continues our Author, Theſe Incapacities wache 
them leſs r:/eful to the Publick, than otherwiſe they might 
be. This is what I poſitively deny. Places of Power 


and Truſt ought always to be nd ceteris paribus, 


to Men of Fortune and Eſtate, Men of Intereſt and 
Authority in the Country; who are able to maintain 
the Dignity of the Place committed to their Charge, 
without prey ing upon the People for their neceſſary 


Support; whereas the Diſſenters of this Kingdom, 


when compared with the Members of the eſta liſh'd 
Church, are of the Dregs of the People. And if we 


| conſider the with 'a Regard to the publick 33 


Pag. 11 tereſt and Safety, ate fitter to be confined to 
their on Mechanical Employments, and 
daily Labour, to obtain an honeſt and induſtrious 
Livelyhcod; than to be rais d over the Heads of their 
Betters, and mounted on Horſeback, leſt they ſhou'd 


ride to the 


But if theſe Incapacities were removed, wou'd | 


not the Diſſenters be more uſeful to the Publick, in 


demoliſhing of Popery ? Not one Jott. I hope our. 


Author, who quotes King Charles the Firſt ſo often, 


- 


does not imagine, that his pee Majeſty has any 
| »miſb Religion; and as for 
the remaining Parts of the Legiſlative Power, they 


are daily giving as ſtrong Proofs as Men can give, 
that they are willing to extirpate Popery out of theſe, | 
Kingdoms, as faſt, and as far, as the Laws of Chri- 
ſtianity, and the Intercit of Civil Policy will permit 
// rs ES 
And here, give me Leave to digreſs a-while, in do- 
ing a ſmall Piece of Juſtice to the Memory of that un- 
fortunate Prince King Charles the Firſt ; whoſe Con- 
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duct, for the firſt fifteen Years of his Reign, I am as 
unwilling to juſtify as any one Man living. Our 
Author ſays, that it 1s certain, the Iriſh Rebellion was 
mn Favour 4 that unbapty Prince's unjuſt Proceedings 
againſt the Parliament and the Nation, &c. The moſt 
thar Mr. Rapin ſays upon this Aflair, is, That the 
' Iriſh pretended to act by the King's Orders, V 
and that they call'd themſelves the Queen's Vol. 11 
Army. And thoſe in England,” ſays he, pag. 177 
© who were already ill affected to the King, 
© ſuſpeFed that this Rebellion, which broke out at 
© ſucha Juncture, was not wholly owing to the Diſ- 
© contents of the 1riſh.” And where he is diſcourſing 
about the ſmall Supplies, that were ſent for the Re- 

lief of Ireland, he lays, © It was really a dif- # ates 
© ficult Thing for thoſe who were not ac- Vol. 11 
© qainted with the ſecret Motives of the Pag. 249 
© King and Commons, to know where the © 
„ Blame lay, that Ireland was not reliev'd, fince they 
_ © feenrdequally deſigous, a ſpeedy Aid ſhou'd be ſent 


| * thither, Sc. For my Part I am of Opinion, that 


b both King and Commons thought leſs ſeriouſly of 
© affiſting Jreland, than of turning the Rebellion to 
F their own. private Advantage, with regard to the 
Differences between them.“ As to the Parliament 
of England, unfortunately for them, there was an 
Addreſs ſent from the Parliament of Ireland to the 
King, which ſhews, that the Commons of England 
were ſo far from giving them any Supplies, that on 
the other Hand, they join'd with the hit Papiſts to 
oppreſs them; and that the Parliament Ships actually 


ſein d, and plunder'd thoſe Ships, which the Govern- 


ment and Proteſtant Merchants of Ireland had freight- 


eq with Corn from England, for Relief of the Pro- 


teſtant Army in this Kingdom. That I may not de. 
a my Reader too long in this Digreſſion, I ſhall add 


Ja Copy of this Addreſs, by Way oh Poſtſcript, to 


this Paper. And leſt you ſhou'd apprehend, that. 
tze Perſons who drew up this Addreſs were Slave“ 
TA RY oi Ws ee 
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to this Court, and Favourers of Arbitrary Power; 
I ſhall obſerve ta you, that it was this ſame Parlia- 
ment, which had before ſent over a Committee to im- 
ach the Lord Strafford, and that furniſh'd the Par- 
jament of En 1 with thoſe Articles, which prin- 


cipally contributed to the Deſtruction "of that Mini. 


ſter. The only Uſe I ſhall make of this Digreſſion is, 
to remark from the Addreſs abovementioned; that 


the Preſbyterians, notwithſtanding 7752 pretended 


Animoſity to the Papiſts, are as read i $0 JOYu 70 3 


them, when it ſuits with their Intere as any Te 


or Jacobite in the Kingdom. | 
But, fays our Author, the Uk to 3 made of 1 theſe 


certain Facts, is not that the Crimes of f the Fu- 


: Paz. 15 piſte, their Rebellion and their Cruelty, in be 


Reign Hin 5 Charles the Firft, and Ning 
Jam: =$ the Second, ſrou'd be revenged on their Poſterity; 


tet them be tr eated with all the Clemency and Tenderneſs, 


which can poibly conſiſt with the publick Safety. ] can- 


not help thinking that he is much in the Right of it, 
and verily believe, that he wou'd not be exceeding- 
ly ſolicitous for the ſpeedy Converſion of the Pa- 
pifis ; leſt he ſhou'd be depriv'd of that Bug bear 
of Popery, that Raw Head and Bloody Bones, 
which makes up the beſt Part of this Book; and 


which is conſtantly flung in the Way of the efta- 


bliſh'd Church, to frighten it, if — 8 and oblige 
it to take Shelter in the Arms of 


reſbyterianiſm. 
And to encourage us the more in this magnani- 
mous Undertaking, he goes on to affirm, that e 
Diſtenters are allowd io be half of the 


5 p. ag. 15. Proteſtants in the whole Kingdom. Well 


vouch'd! Of all Evidences commend me 
to an i Evidence, I will ſay to an [ri Freſbyte- 
rian Evidence, ſince the Inſignificancy of our Nou- 


_ conforming Brethren, with Regard to their Numbers, 
_ - Intereſt, their Riches, their Honour, or their 
Honeſty, mayAppear from hence ; that, among the 
1 500 Ce mmoners in the Lower Houſe of Parliament, 


there 
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there are not ſeven of the Preſbyterian Religion; 
and not one among all the [0 Lords in the Upper 
— "Houſe: Tho' they are not oblig'd to take the Sacra- 
ment in the eſtabliſh'd Church, to qualify them to 
be Members of either Houſe, * vo 
But 1 am afraid I have detain'd my Reader too 
long, before I come to thoſe remarkable Queries, 
Which are to determine this whole Diſpute. The 
firſt of which is a Foundation Stone, or rather an 
Iron Crow to pluck out the Foundation Stone of 
all Society, which is nothing elſe but Religion. 
This Query, if it has any Concluſion to be drawn 
from it, is this: That Societies ought not to trouble 
their Heads about the Eſtabliſhment of any Religion 
whatſoever. Here let us join Iſſue. And ſuppoſe, 


that a Number of Deiſts were to form themſelves 


into a Society, (for I apprehend it will be granted, 


that there is no Religion that has leſs of Form or 


Biggotry in it than this) I ſay, that to their well 
being in this Life, it is abſolutely neceſſary, that 
even this Religion ſhould be eſtabliſh'd among them. 
For human Laws reach only Overt Acts, and thoſe 
which come to the Knowledge of the Legiſlature, 
by the Teſtimony and Evidence of other People. 
hereas to the well-being of Society, it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, that there ſhou'd be a Reſtraint up- 
on the Conſcience, independent of human Laws; 


and this is what I call Religion, and can juſtify this 


Interpretation of Religion, from the Works of my 
good Friend Cicero, in his Treatiſe of Laws, who 
was no Bigot, and yet inſiſts upon the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of a conſcientious Diſcharge of our Duty, in- 
dependent of the Apprehenſion of the Penalty of 
human Laws. For is it not as neceſſary to the well be- 
ing of Mankind, that the Life of a weak Man walk- 
ing at Night in a ſolitary Place, ſnou'd be preſerv'd 
from Danger; as if he was walking there in a Crowd 
at Noon-Day? And yet, if a Robber meets ſuch a 
one, and knocks him in the Head; I know no Sams 
oh , | „ 


r 3 0p 0 
Law that will puniſh him, unleſs he is Fool enough 
to inform againſt himſelf. Is not the Religion of an 


Oath abſolutely neceſſary to the Preſervation of Soci» 


ety, independent of the Obligation or Penalty laid up- 
on us by human Laws? I think 1 might go on with 
the whole Ten Commandments; but I am afraid of 
exciting too many Enemies to this Scheme of mine, 
if 1 ſhow'd mnt too peremptorily againſt committing 
Fornication or Adultery. And yet I am told, that 
common Proſtitutes have not as many Children, as 
they who confine themſelves to one Man, which is 


certainly a Loſs to the Publick, and therefore a. 


Crime againſt the Laws of Nature. And J verily be- 
lieve, that there are ſome People, who are reſtrain'd 
from the Practice of this Vice; becauſe they imagine 
it to be an Offence againſt the Laws of God, as well 
as the Laws of Man. But this is what I ſaid before - 
| Hand, that I wou'd not inſiſt upon. Let our Au- 
thor ſelect which of the Commandments he pleaſes: 
Some of them, I hope, he will allow us to be-neceſ> 

ſary. And that, to the well being of Society even in 
this World, it wou'd be proper to have a conſcienti- 
_ ous Diſcharge of thoſe few Commandments, incul- 
cated to the Generality of the People. And that cer- 
tain Perſons ought to be appointed for this Work; for 


that which is every body's Buſineſs, ſays the Pro- 


verb, is no body's. And then I want to know 
What he wou'd call this, if not the Eftablihment of a 
Religion? For fear 1 Offence, I have purpoſe- 
ly avoided the Word Preaching; for tho? Lhave ſome 
few Times in my Life, been pleagd with what 1 
have heard of that Kind, and have had ſome uſeful 
Thoughts put into my Head, which, perhaps, 
 wou'd not have ſtruck me, had I been in any other 
Place; yet I muſt own, that 1 have always had a 
mortal Averſion to your whining, canting, tedious, 
nonſenſical, rapſodical Diſcourſes. S&riptus & in 


len ge, nec dum finztus Oreſtes? 5 


ODS: ' ' 2 
The ſecond Query proceeds upon the 


ork of the firſt, to enquire whether the 
Chriflian Religion, has made any Change in Pag 21. 
this Matter ? And I will Wn anfwer him,  _ 

No. I think I have ſhew'd, in Oppoſition to the 
Deſign of his firſt Query, that ſome 1 ought 

to be eſtabliſh'd: And if our Author is violently bent 
upon the Matter, I will give him up Chriſtianity, 


ee he will inſert a better Religion in its Place. | 


But in the mean Time, I ſhall referr him to a ſhort 
Pamphlet, wrote in the Year 1708, which will fur- 
niſh im with ſome undeniable Arguments, why it 
may not be ſo 1 to aboliſh Chriſtianity, as 
Things now ſtand; with this only Obſervation, that 
the Arguments are rather ſtronger at preſent, than 
they were at the Time when they were written. 
Ass to his third Query, whether Receiving 
the Sacrament according to the Uſage of the pag. 44. 
Church of Ireland, be reaſop bly. and juſtly A 
made a Dualification for Crv1 Empl ments, and whe 
ther its being made ſuch a legal tfication, tends ta 
promote the Intereſt of the State? I ſay it does, and 
that for the following Reaſon, I haye ſhew'd that 
| ſome Religion muſt be eſtabliſh'd, I ſhall this once, 
beg Leave to take it for granted, that Chriſtianity is 
the moſt uſeful Syſtem of Moy 
I 


„that has yet 
been publiſh'd. And, among the different Sects of 
Chriſtians, L humbly: conceive that of the Church 
of Ireland, by Law eſtabliſh'd, is as regular, and 
conſonant with the Original Deſign of the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution, as any whatſoever. IT will then affirm, 
that is both juſt, wiſe, and POURS Ts while the 
Conſtitution is ſupply'd with a ſufficient Quantity of 
able and juſt Officers, who profeſs themſelves wil- 
ling to N the Eſtabliſhment both in Church 
0 Fs, State) tor the Legiſlature to prevent all thoſe 
Powers from coming into Places of Power or Truſt, 
Who wou'd be for overturning the eſtabliſh'd Reli- 
Zion; till they had before - hand demonſtrably ſhewn, 


* | 5 that 
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that Religion, which they intended to ſubſtitute in 

the Place of it, to be a much better, and a more 

_ uſeful Religion to the Publick. When the Preſby- 

terians have done this, which is the firſt rug they 

ought to do, I ſhall then heartily, freely, willingly, 
7 ſincerely join with them in taking off the Harra: 
mental Teft ; which I do not conſider as ſubſtantial 
Prof of greater Fitneſs to ſerve the Govern* 
Pag. 24. ment, in the Station of a Magiſtrate, or a Mi. 
mitary Officer, but as a Telt to diſtinguiſh 
thoſe, who are for —_ Alterations in the eſta- 

_ bliſh'd Religion, before they have given ſufficient 
Proof that it ought to be alter'd. - Since I will lay 
this down as a Maxim in Politicks, that Alterations 

in a Government, which are not for the better, will 

always prove to be for the worſe. © 
But he goes on in his fourth Query, and ſays, 7 
the Sarramental Teſt is to be conſider d as a Defence of 

Religion deliver d by Chrift, How does it anſwer that 
End? I do not fay, that it is. I confider it only as 

a Defence of the eſtabliſh'd Religion. I am not ſo 
inhuman, as to exclude either Preſbyterians, or Pa- 

piſts from the Pale of Chriſtianity, and yet I appre- 

h 1 the Sacramental Teſt was principally intended 
againſt them. But, ſays my Author, If: be the Ex- 
222... Cleſraftical Hierarchy, the Superiority of Bi. 

Pag. 29. ſhops above Preſbyters, the Juriſdiction of Si- 
ritual Courts, the Veſtments and Holy Day,, 
the Forms of Prayer contain d in the Liturgy, the Sign of 
the Croſs in Baptiſm, and kneeling at recetvms the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. If theſe, and ſuch as theſe 
are the Points, which the Sacramental Teſt can only be 
ſupposrd to ſecure, the Dueſtion is, of what Moment they 
are in the Chriſtian Religion, or to the Deſigns of the” 

_ Goſpel? Why this is well. This is fairly and ho- 

neſtly ſpoken. This is telling us plainly what the 
| Diſſenters wou'd be at. This Paragraph, it ſeems, 

in order to be underſtood, is, like a Witches Prayer, 
to be read backwards: And the Sacramental Teſt is "a | 


% 


be taken off firſt, in order to finiſh with the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Hierarchy. Forms, indeed, theſe are, and 
only Forms, but Forms there muſt be in religious 
Worſhip. And this is the very Reaſon, for which 
I wau'd not have the Sacramental Teſt taken away: 
Becauſe, if this Fence was once removed, it wou'd 
only open a Gap for Animoſities, Diſſention, and 
Diſpute about Forms. The Government is very ea- 
ſy and quiet at preſent, and I can't help thinking, it 
wan'd be a moſt unaccountable Stroke in Politicks, 
10 hazard the diſobliging a great Number of the 
Members of the eſtabliſh'd Church; only to give a 
{mall Gratification to a very inſignificant Number of 
Diſſenters, in changing thoſe Forms of Worſhip, 
which have long been cſiabliſh'd, tor ſome others, 
which our Author allows to be of no great Mo- 
ment in the Chriſtian Religion, or to the Deſigns of 
oO AAA ĩᷣͤ 6 
If there is any Fault in our preſent Eccleſiaſtical 
Policy, cannot we mend it ourſelves: If the Juriſ- 
diction of the Spiritual Courts; the Veſtments and 
Holy-Days; the Forms of Prayer contain'd in the 
Liturgy, want a Reformation; can't we rectiſy and 
reform them, without bringing the Diſſenters into 
Places of Profit and Truſt? I will ſpeak plainly, and 
own that I do think there are many Things in the 
Spiritual Courts, which will very well bear a Re- 
formation. Nay, I ſhow'd not be much concerned, 
if there were, no ſuch Things as Spiritual Courts. 1 
will likewiſe acknowledge, that our Holy-Days and 
Liturgy may be much amended ; and yet I ſee no 
Reaſon for taking off the Sacramental Teſt. Cannot 
the Legiſlature do all this, without the Diſſenters? 
Are not our Parhaments framing new Ads for _ 
further ſecuring their own Freedom, and the Pag. 5. 
Freedom of Elections, without calling tge 
Preſbyterians, thoſe Abettors of the Liberty of the 
People, to their Aſſiſtance? And cannot we do the 
ſame in our Eccleſiaſtical 85 ? There 0 MM 
„ We 


oY 


_:. 
wide Difference between reforming, and overthrow- 
ing. And although I have declar d my Opinion a- 
bout ſome Amendments, which I wiſh to be impar- 
tially and ſoberly undertaken ; yet I cannot but think 
it highly improper, under this Pretence, to admit 
thoſe Men into Places of Power and Truſt, who 
wou'd not be for altering, but overturning ; and 
wou'd not be content with any Reformation, unleſs 
it was ſuch as is made with a Spunge. „ 
bh Query the fifth, aſks, Whether the Fopiſh 
Pag. 29. Church of Ireland, was not once as much a 
Hart of the Conſtitution, as the Proteſtant 
Church is now, &c. And in that Caſe, wou d the Gen- 
_ tlemen of the Church of England or Ireland, ſuppoſing 
them to think as they do now, that their own 2 
10 beſt, be of Opinion, that the other directly oppoſite Con- 
ſtitulion, ſhoud be ſecured by excluſive Ads of Parlia- 
ments? And is it not a good Rule, whatſoever you wou'd 
that Men [howd do to you, do ye even ſo to them? If the 
Preſbyterians never apply Texts of Scripture more 
properly than they have done this, I ſhou'd not be 
concerned if 1 never hear a Scripture Phraſe out of 
their Mouths. Does this Rule hold between the 
Judge and the Criminal? That becauſe the Crimi- 
nal deſires not to have Sentence paſs'd upon him, 
and that the Judge, if he were in the Criminals 
Circumſtances, wou'd defire the ſame: Does'it fol- 
lou therefore, that the Judge ought not to pronounce 
it? Let us ſuppoſe the Greeks were now beſieging 
| Troy: No body doubts that they wou'd wiſh and de- 
ſire, that the Fortifications were leſs tenable. And 
if the Trojans were put into the Place of the Greeks, 
and were become the Beſiegers, it will be readily 
acknowledged, that they wou'd deſire the ſame 
thing. But does any Man in his Senſes imagine, 
that this Argument, of doing as you wou'd be done 
by, wou'd prevail upon any reaſonable Trojan, 
when his City was beſieged, to open the Gates to his 
Enemy, and let in the Troops without Oppoſ:- 
R | | tion. 


4 CO 
tion. When the Papiſts were in Power, I believe 
every Proteſtant in the Kingdom defired a Change 
in the Eſtabliſhment ; and wou'd have been glad to 
have got into Places of Profit and Truſt, in order to 
effect it. But as I imagine, that the Papiſts thought 
themſelves as much in the Right, as the Proteſtants 
thought they were in the Wrong; I ſhou'd take 
them to be great Fools, if they were not as zealous to 
ſecure their Eſtabliſhment, as the others were to un- 
dermine it. No body thinks the Preſbyterians are in 
the Wrong, for deſiring to be admitted into profitable 
Employments; but for the ſame Reaſon, I ſhou'd 
look upon the Members of the eſtabliſn'd Church to 


be Fools, if they were ſo complaiſant as zotake the Chil- 


drens Bread, and to caſi it to Dogs. This brings to 
my Mind, a Story in Æſop's Fables, which is to this 
Effect. A Flight of Waſps, and a Covy of Pa- 


tridges that were hard put to it for Water, went to a 


Farmer, and beg'd a Sup of him to quench their 
Thirſt, The Patridges offer'd to dig his Vineyard for 


it, and the Waſps to ſecure his Fruit from Thieves. 


Pray hold your Hand, ſays the good Man; I have 


| Oxen and Maſtifls already, that do me thele Offices 


much better. And therefore, it will become me to 
provide for them in the firſt Place. 

The ſixth Query propoſes, Whether there 

be not the ſame Reaſon for excluſive Laws, and Pag. 33 
particularly a Sacramental Teſt, to defend and 
ſecure the eſtabliſtd Church in North Britain, as to de- 
fend and ſecure the eſtabliſb'd Church of South Britain? 
As to excluſive Laws, I ſay there is; and if they 
have a Mind to a Sacramental Teſt, they are heartily 


welcome to it. For I conſider the Sacramental Teſt 


in no other Light, than as it is an excluſive Law. 

And I ſhould be very glad to exchange our Sacra- 

mental Teſt, for that excluſive Law, which, as I am 
inform'd, is in full Force in Scotland; whereby eve- 
ry one, who accepts of an Employment, is obliged to 
ſwear, that he will be ied to the Kirk of Scotland, 
22 as 


| 4 EW»... 55 
as by Law eſtabliſn' d. And I cart but obſerve, 
that our Author, by inſerting thoſe Words, and pur. 
ticularly a Sacramental Te/t, ſeems to be conſcious of 
the excluſive Law, abovemention'd, to be in Force 
in Hotland; tho? he is not fair enough to take No- 
tief 2D n7 Ot ZAR AP 2s ANI 
I come now to his ſeventh and laſt Query, which 
is an Argument, that has often been made Uſe of 
- againſt the Sacramental Teſt, and has been as often 
anſwered. © And is as follows. Query, Whether the 
2 © Mcrament of the Lord's Supper, appointed b. 
Page. 25 him ſolely for the Commemoration of his Bau 
5 be a proper Inſtrument and Means of Men's 
poſſeſſing Civil Offices, together with the Honours and 
Profits annex'd to them? &c. And whether this be not 
a crying Profanaiton (rare Preſbyterian: Cant) and 
 Abuje of that Holy Inſtitution, by debaſing it into an Eu. 
 gine of State, and a political Tool? Theſe laſt are pret- 
ty Smartneſſes, without any Force of Argument at 
all. Suppoſe that a Law was made to oblige every 


one, who accepted of an Employment, to ſwear | 


that they were Chriſtians: Wow'd not this be mak- 
ing Chriſtianity an Engine of Kate, and a political 


Tool? And wou'd Chriſtianity be any Thing the 1 


worſe for theſe hard Words? Does not the excluſive 
Law, abovementioned to be of Force in Scotland, 
make the Religion of the Kirk of Hotland to be an 
Engin: of State, and a political Tool; and yet, 1 do | 
riot apprehend, that our Author wou'd be frightned 
thereby, from joyning in Communion with any of 
u | > ARE COL 09 
But, fays he, ſecondly, the Teſt AF is a 
Pag. 39. Mare lo conſcientious Non-conformaſts, who 
EO ſeruple the Manner of receiving the Sarrament, 
according to the Uſage of the eſtabliſbd Church. Alas, 
poor Things! why ſo is every Handkerchief that 1 
carry about me, a Hare for a Pick-pocket. . And the 
Law, which obliges Perſons, who enjoy Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Preferment in Ireland, to be Epiſcopally or _— 
N | | an 8 
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und Biſhops to be conſecrated; is juſt ſuch another 
Spare, Which is in due Time to be complain'd of. 
But if they ſee the Hare, and don't approve of the 
Practice, ſurely. they can let it alone; unleſs they are 
ſo unfortunate, as to be predeſtinated to what 1 
wou'd not willingly name. For he that doubreth, i; 
fam di, he eat, lays the Apoſtle. The Rites which 
tbe Diſſenters ſcruple at, are at beſt but indifferent, ſays 
our 'Author. And I ask, where 1s the Harm of 
keeping ſuch Men out of Places of Profit and Truſt; 
who are ſo weul as to think them ſinful? But this is a 


are to the poor Diſſenters, and is not the Oath 


which is demanded from every one in Scotland, who 
accepts of an Employment, a Hare for thoſe Who 
are not of the Church of that Kingdom, to perjure 
themſelves? And yet, 1 hope, none of them are ſo 
wicked as to take it. „ 
But, Thirdly, another wo great Abuſe _ 
ariſing 2 the Teſt Af, is, That it is the na- Pag. qa 
' tural Occaſion of prophauing the Holy Sacra 
ment, by laying the worſt of Men under a Neceſſity of re- 
reiving it, in order to their worldly Promotion. And 
ſo indeed it wou'd be, if the ſame Law laid them 
under a Neceſſity of accepting of Places of Profit and 
Truſt. But are not Men free Agents; and while 
they are ſo, are not they, and they alone who pro- 
phane the Sacrament, anſwerable for their own Pro- 
fanation of it? Is not an Oath an Act of religious 
Worſhip, and yet we hear no Complaints, either 
againſt the Kirk of Scotland, or the Legiſlature of 
this Kingdom; for laying the Epiſcopalians of that 
Kingdom, or the Papiſts of this, under a Necefity 
of Perjury, in order to their worldly Promotion. © 
But now, when I hoped we were come to a Con- 
chuſion ; I find there are other Views, in which the 
Sacramental Teſt may be conſider'd. And Firft, 
al it affect the Iutereſt of the eſtabliſh'd Church, Pag. a5 
And here, I cannot help being amaz d, to 
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think it ſhouldeyer enter into any Body's Head, that 
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| Perſon; that when the 1 Hierarchy, the &. 


low him, provided he will 
teſtants of the eſtabliſh'd Church of Fﬀeland, have ſhew'd as firm, 
as conſtant, and unſhaken Fidelity, in the worſt 
| Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover, as the moſt viru- » - 
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OY (30) 3 
the taking off the Sacramental Teft; and exc r the vreſent _ 

Epleqe Form for 3 , or ſome ot 24 7 4 
he Diſſenters, con'd ever be any Prejudice to the 
Church, as at preſent by Law eftabliſh'd. - For is not 


 theeftabliſh'd Church, the eſtabliſh d Church? and if the Ei- 
 bliſhment ſhou'd. be alter d by Conſent of King, Lords and Com- 
mons, won't it be the ſame afterwards, that it is pow? Whoever 


ſays to the contrary, muſt be either an Atheiſt, or a Jacobite. 
For does it not at firſt View, appear to every unprejudiced 
Biſhops above Presbyters, the Juriſdiftion of Spiritual Courts, the 72 

ments and Holy-days, the Forms of Prayer contain d in the Liturgy, 
the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, and kneeling at receiving the Sacra- 

ment of the Lord's Supper are all taken away; there avill be a nearer 
Coalition of Proteſtants, a firmer Union of theiv. Aﬀe#ions, and thereby 
the eſtabliſh'd Church render d more ſafe, in the ueney d Poſſeſſion of 
all ber legal Rights. This is ſo apparent, that I muſt own, in this 


Part of the Argument, w | Adverſary has infinitely the Advan- 


tage. This is a Piece of Juſtice, which I think due to my ſelf, 


as well as to him; fince I do not efteem it leſs noble to acknow- 


ledge my own Conviction, than to triumph in the Conviction of 


... others. - „ eee > 1 TONS 
As to what our Author ſays, with Regard to the Proteſtant _ 
Succeſſion in the preſent Royal Family, the Condition and Conduct of the 


Diſſenters themſelves, and the State of the Nation toben it 


Pas 45 was ines d, and now while it continues in Force. It is 


nothing more than a Commendation of their ſober Zeal, 


in the Cauſe of Liberty in the Time of King Charles the Firſt, 
and laying the Blame of all thoſe Diſtractions to the Members 


of the eſtabliſh'd Church: And as he had before attributed the 
whole Merit of the late glorious Revolution, to the Difſenters 
of this Kingdom. (Credat Judeus Apella) He goes on in inſtancing 


their Affection to King William, at the Time of the Revolution, 


and of their inviolable Attachment to the Proteſtant Sueceſſion 
in the preſent Royal 8 which I am very willing to al- 
ikewiſe acknowledge, that the Pro- 


of Times, to the 


lent Diſſenter of them all. And I will add, that neither Me 


one, nor the other have done any thing therein, but what was 


their Intereſt, as well as it was their Duty. And if this is the 


Matter of Fact, let him make the moſt he can of his Argu- 
E i * 


FAREWELL. 
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The humble PETITION of the Lops and 


Commons aſſembled in PARLIAM ENT, in your 
MES T's Kingdon of IRELAN DVU. 
„ö ẽ⁊˙:— ũ - 2s e e 
VN moſt humble Manner complaining, ſhew unto your moſt 

facred Majefty, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
A. mons in Parliament aſſembled, in your Majeſty's ſaid King- 


dom. That it doth appear by an Order made at { mag by 


the Lords and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, ſoon after the 


breaking out of the Rebellion in this Kingdom, and by other Acts, 
which paſs d there, that the ſaid Lords and Commons did declare, 


that they wou d ſerve your Majeſty with their Lives and Fortunes, 


for the uppreſſing thereof; and that cy wou'd provide ſuch Store | 


of Arms, Ammunition, Victuals and other Neceſſaries, as there 


ſhould be Occaſion for; whereupon the War in this Kingdom, 


was undertaken attheir Charge, and as long as they ſupply'd the 


Army here with Means, the ſame was proſecuted with much Vi- 
gour and great Succeſs, And your Majeſty's faid Army, wholly 


_ truſting to the ſaid Undertaking, and not doubting but they ſhou'd 


from Time to Time be in by your ſaid Parliament, did de- 

ſtroy with Fire and Sword, almoſt all Places where they prevail'd; 

and did burn well near all the Corn in Field, Haggard, and Barn 

| Whereſoever they came. That being thought the only Way to 
make a quick and ſpeedy End of the War. But now fo it is, mas 


it pleaſe your Majeſty, that the ſaid Lords and Commons not ſend- 


ing Proviſion to your ſaid Army, according to their ſaid Under- 


taking; and the ſaid Corn being ſo deſtroy d, your ſaid Army be- 
came exceedingly diſtreſs d with all Kind of Wants, and the Offi- 


cers and Soldiers reduced to that extreme low Condition, as is not 
tg be expreſs'd. In the mean Time, your Majeſty's then Lords 


uſtices and Council of this your Kingdom, uſed all the poſſible 
eans, Which they cou'd, to keep Life and Motion in the ſaid Ar- 
my, (until they might xeccive ſome Supplies from the ſaid Lords 
and Commons) by engaging” the publick Faith; ſo long as it had 
any Credit: And when that fail'd, the faid Lords Juſtices and 


Council were neceſſitated, tho moſt unwilling (as we conceive) 


to uſe divers new, unuſual, and extream Courles for the Support 
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2 a is now . 
and there beiffp i 
this e unto hem, 
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Print; 
abe from ſeveral Parts 'of 
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{ neceffitated, and enforced rvatiou 'of this 5 785 
_ faid Kingdom, it being che and 910 e 5 
a Ceſſation ot. Arms, without Fern this aid, dom 
L in abe e Danger to be loſt. And Four 3 Wn 
&s of this your Kingdom, might os eee thathy  @& 
_ this i the Merchants of our ſeveral ingdoms, might bate © 
— and Liberty to 15 5 56 Proviſiong for the Main - 


nce and Support of your Maſkiy's aid Subjects, kee f 
„5 cannot ß egard there; is no illage hy moſt” e "# 


Quarters of your Ric vs Nd Prote "ap . 
muſt either — Relief from . your” Majeſty's other Kitnzdems, 
and other Parts, or elſe thaw will be in Danger to periſh: Vet 
there are ſome Shi _ lately employ'd (as your Suppfiants - 44 TN 
form' d) which b 2 are ho call'd the Parliament 92 
keep Proviſions the ſaid Ships have of 1 85 ſaype: 2 2 
and far ſeveral Veſlels ar e and other Places; ft 
this your City of Dublin, and other Places delor pins 1 
| Majeſty' s Proteſtant Subjects, with Corn, and other Nell ies, 
for the Support of your Majeſty's ſaid Sabjects; and they =. 
threaten, and give out that they will- ry and hinder all 
courſe and Commerce between your ajclty* Said Subjects) 1. 
the Provinces of Leinſter, and Munſter, and your: good: Sul 
of England; and others in {Amity Wich your Majaly'; Which 5 
they be permitted to do, 285 de the vater DeAruc fon er N bur 
- Majeſty's ſaid Subjects. . 
May it therefore pleaſe. your. moſt exvelltnt Majeſty „in your 
accuſtom d Goodneſs to your People, to take th — into ® 
your moſt gracious Conſideration, and to take ſome timely Courſe: n 
whereby the 3 between the City of Dublin, and other | 
Places belonging N Majeſty's Proteſtant Subjects, and their 
Party, and your Kingdom of England may be free and opg 
and that yoùr Majeſty may be likewiſe graciouſiy pleas d, to 
. ſend ſome timely Relief unto your Army remaining in this - 
dom, whereby your; laid" Subjects" may be cas'd « ' ſome Part of 
oa Frog e which lye upon them 
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